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much as 1-2" of ice on trees. Evidently, a fairly
narrow range of elevations was affected: ambient

FEBRUARY MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT temperatures were above freezing at the highest and
| N Jowest elevations, but the middle elevations were

The monthly meeting for February will be held on below freezing so ice coated everything.

Thursday, Feb. 12, 1998 at Boyer Photography,

2813 North Star, Anchorage. Phone 561-2885. In large parts of northern New England, virtually

Located orr North Star, one block west of every mature hardwood tree was either damaged or

Matanuska Dairy and McDonalds, between killed. newspaper account showed a 100-year-old

Northern Lights and Benson. | maple sugar orchard which consisted of 15,000

trees, reduced to a stand of toothpicks surrounded
by tangled branches. Ihave not yet heard any
detailed reports on damage to apple orchards, but
pictures I’ve seen of various fifty-year-old apple
trees look pretty sorry.

On the agenda:
* Bring your sctonwood wish-list
« A video on pruning apple trees

All this has prompted me to wonder what I would
do about it if the ice storm of the century were to
To see whether or no t our dues are up to strike my 80-tree apple orchard in Peters Creek. In
dat heck the dat ) tod P other words, what would I do 1f 1 Iopked out at 5 |
ate, check the date on your printe AM and to see all the work I've put into the past six

glialli(nﬁg llabel Sfi;ld ft‘ E,he‘k for $16 to years threatened. I would be interested in getting
as oneer K ruil xrowers your ideas. Here are mine.

Association, c¢/o Debbie Hinchey at the
above address. This will be your LAST

newsletter if your dues are not received by| ¢ Hot-watersprays. Using an adapter that screws
April 1. into the tap of a kitchen sink, it would be fairly

easy to set up a lawn spr inkler in the orchard
that would spray hot tap water onto ice-coated

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR 1995 DUES?

MINIMIZING ORCHARD DAMAGE trees in the orchard. Or, a person might just
CAUSED BY ICE STORMS put an adjtlstable spray nozzle on the hose and
melt the ice off each each tree one by one. I can
by Dwight Bradley imagine needing to monitor tthe situation pretty
closely, so as to not keep blasting a tree with
The recent ice storm that devastated parts of Quebec hot water after its ice falls off. Question: exactly
and New England was the worst in living memory. now hot would each drop of water still be when
Ice storms in that part of the world are fairly it landed?
commuon between October and April when the air
above a warm front 1s above freezing, and the air e Chemical sprays. I have a five gallon, hand-
below it is below freezing. What made this held spray rig that I use for foliar feeding.
particular storm so bad was that the rain was heavy There are lots of things besides hot water that

and lasted for many days, eventually building up as would melt ice, but I would be reluctant to
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apply anything like windshieid de-icer, for fear
ol causing long-term damage. However,
various salts mrght work, dissolved in a five-
gallon pail of hot tap water. I suspect that the
best salt to use would be a soluble fertilizer
such as potassium nitrate, containing, as it
does, two of the three components of N-P-K.
Road salt 1s cheap and available, but woul be
bad tor so1l and vegetation alike, a well-known
side-etfect of road salting in the Lower 4%.

e Other short-term measures. Space heaters?
Smudgepots? Small bonfires? Shaking off the
ice by hand? Propping up loaded branches?

e Long-term measures: Maintain strong crotch

angles on scaffold branches. Defoliate your
trees as soon as the growing season ends (by
hand if by no other method).

BURGUNDY AND WOLF RIVER
APPLES RIPENED IN ANCHORAGE

by Dwight Bradley

The Burgundy apple 1s a large, red, relatively
new variety that has some promise as a commercial
variety in the colder apple-growing parts of upstate
New York and northern New England, and
southern Quebec., Pam Warner reports that her
Burgundy tree ripened its first fruit this past
growing season — probably a first in south-central
Alaska. The tree has quite a history. I got
Burgundy scionwood m 1992 {rom the New York
State Cooperative Fruite Testers group in Geneva,
NY. I grafted several Burgundy trees — including
the one that Pam now has — onto Antonovka
rootstock. I had more of these than I needed, and
gave one, in a pot, .to Eric Simpson, who gave it to
Pam Warner when he moved away a year or two
later. It 1s now seven-and-a-half feet tall, planted at
the southwestern corner of her house (2-3 feet {from
the building, which Pam thinks is a little too close).
The fruit (three apples), when picked in late
September, was large, red, with some green on the
shoulders, and the seeds were not quite fully
brown. The taste was sweet with tart overtones. |
think Burgundy would be worthy of further
testing, but it will need some special conditions Jike
Pam's: southern exposure, close to a house or
fence. The other Burgundy/Antonovka trees that 1
orafted in 1992 and planted in my unfavorable spot
in Peters Creek have been dead for a few years
now. A grower I know in a cold Zone 3 location in
northeastern Vermont is very enthusiastic about
Burgundy. It might do well in Haines.

Bob Boyer found out that a topworked branch of
Wolf River also produced for the 1irst time this
past growing season. The basic tree, located in the
backvard of Tony Route, 1s a large Siberian crab
that was probably planted i the 1920's. 1t 1s in the
next yard north of the "8th & M" tree that has been
mentioned in several past newsletters. Bob Boyer
topworked several varieties, including Wolf River,
onto this crab about four years ago. The Wolf
River has bloomed before, but this is the first year
that it set fruit. Tony Route reported that 1t was
huge (3.5 inches), but did not mention anything
about how ripe or edible it was. In northern New
Hampshire, Wolf River ripens in late September,
about 5 weeks after Yellow Transparent, and for
that reason I've always doubted that it will ripen 1n
Anchorage. It is generally described as a cooking
apple, but in my experience, fresh-picked Wolf
Rivers are excellent for fresh eating.

APPLE-TREE GROWTH CURVE
by Dwight and Dan Bradley

We measured the height of all 77 apple trees in our
orchard in Peters Creek. The graph shows height
plotted against age for each tree. The visually best-
fit curve suggests that a typical tree in our orchard
would be about 55 inches tall at age 2, 80 inches at
age 4, and 100 inches at age 6. The data also show
the how much attrition there has been. We've
planted an average of 20 or so trees every year
since 1992 but most of the living trees are two
years or younger. Neither the growth rate nor the
survival rate are much to brag about, but here 1t 1s.
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Did you know: the average American eats 18
pounds of apples per year The average Dutch
person eats 130 pounds!
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Letter to Dwight Bradley from Bob Purvis
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1998 APPLE-TREE CENSUS

The last Alaskan apple-tree census was done in
1994 when 439 varieties and 1288 trees were
reported by 10 respondents. Since then, several
new growers have come onto the scene; many new
varieties have been planted; and varieties that were
represented by one or two trees have died. Also,
only half of the ten largest orchardists in Alaska
responded to the last census, so the results were
partial at best.

The objectives of the 1998 census are to:

« Update the list of apple varieties that are
currently being grown in Alaska, and those that
are actually producing edible fruit.

 Compile a list of varieties that have failed.

» (Count the number of apple trees.

* Determine the most successtul and popular
varieties.

« Determine the most successful rootstocks.

« Compile opinions on a number of fruit-growing
questions. _

* Find out how many "old" (1950's and older)
trees are growing in Alaska.

Please take the time to fill out and return this form.
If you are jucky enough to have more trees than
will fit on a single page, copy the form, or just use
a blank sheet. I'd welcome your response in
whatever format, handwritten, typed, computer
printout, diskette, or electronic. If you do have
email and would like to submit your census form
electronically, that will help speed up the tabulation
at my end—especially if. you have a very long list.
If you use an IBM-compatible, the best way to
send your response is 1n the body of an email
message, rather than as an attachment. If you use a
Macintosh, you can either send your response n
the body of an email, or as an email attachment in &
format that I can read (Word 5, or TEXT format).

Even if you have only one or two trees, your
response is needed. Also, if you know of any
large, producing trees in your neighborhood that
belong to people who will not see this survey,
please take the time to fill out at least the basic
mformation. Examples would be the 8th & M
mystery tree, the 15th St. mystery (ree, the
Koenigar transparent, etc. (Guesses are better than
no information at all. Also, even if you responded
to the 1994 census and nothing much has changed
in your orchard, please fill out the new census,
which includes new questions.



1998 ALASKAN APPLE-TREE CENSUS

(Please respond by April [, 1998. Send to Dwight Bradley, 22008 Vovies Blvd., Chugiak, AK 99567,

PART 1, GENERAL INFORMATION

Name Date

Mailing address

Phone Email address

PART 2, INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR ORCHARD

Location of orchard Number ot producing trees Total number of trees
Agc of oldest tree " Do you have "moosc-proof" fencing, and how high?

PART 3, YOUR OPINION ON VARIOUS QUESTIONS

Favorite apple varieties (top 3)

Favorite rootstocks {or rootstock/interstem combinations, top 2)

The single apple variety and rootstock you would recommend (o a beginner

Preferred grafting techn_iquc (,Whip' & tongue, cleft, budding, other)

Best height above ground for grafting (inches)

PART 4, APPLE ROOTSTOCKS YOU ARE GROWING

Varitety Number I Comments




PART 5, APPLE VARIETIES YOU ARE GROWING

Variety Number of | Number of | Comments
trees in producing
sround (G) | trees
or pots (P)

PART 6. LIST OTHER'VARIETIES THAT YOU ARE GROWING AS TOPWORKED BRANCHES ON
EXISTING TREES {will count as varieties bul not as separate trees).

PART 7. LIST APPLE VARIETIES THAT HAVE DIED. THIS ONE IS IMPORTANT!!

Variety

Number

Varlety

Number




Master Gar ~ wers and the gardening public are invited to the statewide

Alaska Master Gardeners Canference

20 years of Master Gardening in Alaska

ﬂmljv February 27 & 28, 1998
S Westcoast International Inn

Anchorage, Alaska

Keynote Speaker:  Lois Hole. from Alberta, Canada

* Author of six books on northern gardening.

* Owner/operator of Hole's Greenhouse & Gardens, Ltd., one of
Alberta’s largest greenhouses and garden centers.

cut and dried flowers, and vegetables,

Presentations:
* Bonsal » Worm Composting « Beautification [deas Botany
* Junior Garden Clubs « Hardy Roses » Hydroponics « Peonies
* Herbs « Common Garden Misconceptions * And more!
Opportunities:

* Friday night banquet featuring Lois Hole.

Garden Market-—an opportunity to purchase garden related
books. crafts, and other jtems.

* Preconference field trip to visit commercial grecnhouses.

Wa hoped this early conference notification will provide you with an opportunity to plan ahead.
Rmm_v:.m:on materials will be mailed out later and will be available at Alaska Cooperative Extansion.
making hotel reservations with Westcoast International Inn, please call 243-2233 and refer to

booking #14 to receive the conference room rate. The Alaska Creeenhouse & Nursery Conference
will be held February 25 & 26 at the same locaton.

Master Gardener
contacts in Anchorage:  Geperul Program—Judy Christianson, 3d4-6617

*Please call M ary Shier, 345-1362. if vou have Master Gardener
photographs dating back since 1978,

.................................

Enthusiastic speaker with expertise i growing annuals, perennials.
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Dates: February 25 & 26, 1998
Location: Westcoast Internationai Inn
Anchorage, Alaska
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The Alaska Master Gardener Conference will Co-sponsored by:
be held ¥February 27 & 28 at the same location.

Oovgon Julie Riley, Anchorape District

ACY Horticulture %mﬁ: {279-3582);

or Wayne Vandve, State- Horticulture Specialist,
(279-6375) for more information,
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Alaska Cooperativa Extension
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