Alaska Pioneer Fruit Growers Association
c/o Paul Lariviere, President
524 West 14th. Apt.B
Anchorage, Alaska 98501
For more information call {(907) 276- 3074

Meeting February 12th. at 7:00 p.m.
Cooperative Extension Room 130
Topic to be announced

Meeting March 1ith. at 7:00 p.m.
Cooperative Extension Room 130
The speaker will be, Bob Gorman, the Resource Development Agent, at the extension setvice. He will
speak on fruit irees and small fruit in dealing with insecis.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Aiso, | talked to Nick Botner, who lives in Oregon. Nick has 2,800 varieties of apples, pears, plums,
cherries, and grapes. He will be visiting Anchorage this summer and has agreed to give us a talk, so stay
tunea!

It looks fike | will be giving a talk in March at the Polaris school. | would like to show pictures of fruit that is
being grown in the Anchorage, Wasilla area. If you have pictures that you would be willing to lend me,
please put your name on the back of them and take them with you to the meeting or send them 10 me.

APFGA will have a larg.e display at the fair this year. | am looking for pictures that we can enlarge of fruit‘
trees that are in bloom or loaded with fruit, scmething that is pleasing io the eye or paliet. Please keep this
-' in ' mind for the spring and summer.

- { would like to ask all members if they have a particular topic or speaker they would like to entertain at our
meeting or if you know of socmeone who is growing fruit trees that would like to have a tour. Please give
o me a call.
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Yield: Yield data r.oﬁac*::on 18 ST 10
preliminary stages. Howeves pfeﬁzmw":m
estyriates f:ﬂl in the rangs O

fully mature tree.

fhree times per season in May and june for
cherry fmit flv. Verv few oth
observegd i The trees show excellent resis
¢ black knot, but a few cases of bacten
canker have been noted.

Tash #
22

o

b-t 4 r\‘)

Pruning: More re;eazcl* is needed to
determine oPHNULL PLY ning techmgues for
dwarf spur chev‘_f:ies Unul more 13 kaown.
rrees may be pruned to an open centire vase,
ke plums, Or 28 4 1€ sewable shrub iike

saskatoons. i mﬁmg should be undertaken in
winter or eatly g‘_pr‘_ng

Uses and Frust Qua%i@f: The frott of Sk
Carmine Jewel is red by mid-fuly, but wil

becomc aimost hiack bv earty _’;uguqt

1.

Because 1t has bright red puice and high sugar -

-K..L.b
o 2

comem, it 18 excellent for p:u,,e WD c, Of any
product whete develo pment of a “cherry
pﬂk” '..,olour 15 destred.

Cherr: paps in North Amertcz are Ladiﬁon.z By
made with ‘Montmorency’ ...hemes, which

have red skin, velow flesh and pale pmnk juice.
| _Pﬂiﬁwgs made with these chernies are typically

aved-fo enhance the expectzd “cherry red”
color. Consumers used to an artificial
“cherry red” may perceive pies made with SK
Carmine Jewel as too da*'k Tou may nesd 1o
educate consumers that your progucts are

made without artificial cyes.

Motorized cherry pitng « m‘&.dﬁﬂfzs are’
difficult to find and expensive. You may wish
to buy smaller hand-operated pittng raachines

ang sell them to coasamers.

T oo ot e s
OO 1ot ain

Stains: Dwafcf SOUr C‘i"zet""i':'
countertops ot ciothing like other fruits.
{,.oz,ntertol,s usually wipe clean, and stams
wash out of clothing with a simipie cold wates

wrash.

Market: Cherres are well loved by the pr:: o
\t 4 recent hortculture show 540%0 Of peop ole

camnl‘mg the frxit commented they wou ald ezt

“hem fresh with no pIﬁCE%QmQ Pick - OUT-OWa

cherries are gooa for customer flow pocause

thev follow saskatoons but prec&ric ap*ﬁies.

Contacts: Many nurseries are currently
propagating this Cutivar with the Hﬂmzm
gropagator being DA Gardens, Box Hdd
,l.dkzom Alberta (403} 773 ~2439. People who
are new to frait grov v‘lﬂg may consider jQmMIMg
one of the provincial associations:
S ckatchewan call Charon Blaklev (306) 645
L7, m!amtoba call Waldo Thiessen (204
083, Alberta call Nadine Stuelow {75
1481, These groups hold conferences,
urs and workshops, with members 250
recelving a subscription to the Preuwe Fra

.{,\

Lt
N

-~

ﬁ

WO e »p

f JO {fO
s’_}!)

(_J

8

Pollination: |

Drwarf Sour Cherries are seif-pollinating so
only one vanoty s 1"3:%* ed. Bees heip
inprove frudt set by m mr**j sllen from

anfhers to the stj,fies.

Acknowledgments: Saskarchewan
Agticulture and Food and the Universisy of
Sanatchewan financed the breeding ang
research of dwarf sour cherries.

Dr. Les Kerr, Dr. Cecil Stushnoff and Rick
Sawatzky made significant contributions nver

the 50 yvears of development.

Dir. Bob Bors, Rick ‘w::m*atzk» and Forres:
3

Scharf are currently involired 11 bresawn
dwrarf sour cherres and other fnut at ¢

.Univprsz’s* Sal"»K atchewar.
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can be on theair own £ ois. 't may be possible io use over-the-row narvesiers that are
more commonly used to harvest raspberries, blueberries, o1 saekatwm zh@ tirst
cultivar released fmm the U of S was SK Carmine fewel. Other advanced seieclions
are being propagated for tesling purposes.

3

e 4"’& 1
gt - “"s:"'\i‘?"’
?*ELE;L.. \..-l'\.l /Al

Cherries are generally used according to their colour. Varietlies, such as Montmorency
and BEvan’s Cherry, are preferred for pies, preserves and toppings because of their
bright red skin colour. However these waqzes*es have yeliow flesh and yellow or slightly
pink juice. For this reason, most commercially prowced cherry pie fillings are dyed red!
The dark black c‘wcmes such as SK Carmine Jewel and Northstar, have intensely
soloured juice which is preferred for making juice, wine, jelly and adding to dairy
'proaums and b::;kec goods. When dark Chei""*ea are used in a pie, the fruitlocks a -
darker than what you'd buy in the store. Some turopean varieties being testedin
Michigan as weli as sofre U of S selections have red skin and red flesh wouidbe a

good alternative for making pies without dyes. Cherries having yellow tiesnh are
Jar%guuaag v prone o oxidation, and will turn brown if not cooled and processed shorily
after nicking. Cooking or freezing whole or pitted cherries will re;ease pigment from the
- &kin of the fruit ,...3 it iz possible o obtain red juice from Evans and Montmorency.

Pit Shape and oiiling |

Round pits such as those in SK Carmine Jewel, Northstar, and M@mmmemv are
nest for moiorized pitting machines. i_mg oits like those in Evans and Meteor are less
desirable because they may shatler. The hand operatet piiers used by nomenwners
are accepiable for all var*e‘s*es Deoaus& they do not have enough force 1o break piis.
Plunger type pitiers iake more time for homeowners {o pit their cherries but are
inexpensive ($15-20). The old fashioned crank type are 7 faster, but the fruit comes
oyl flat ang- p itiers may cost $70 t¢150. Commercial pitting machines may cost $5000
10 30,000 US depending i you buy it used or new. They can process up 1o aton per
NOUF. |

()

{

weeiness . -

Surprisingly, scur cherries can have as much or more sugar than sweetl cherries. bon‘e
wine racines reguire less scur charries per batch than sweet cherries. Very late in the
season, some varigties of sour cherrlas (108 *‘*‘*obi‘ of their acidity and asiringency anc
can be eaten fresh. The iartness doesn’t compleiely go away, but iaste tests indicate
*‘h i most peopis enjoy the fresh tasis o-f Fvans and SK Carmine Jewel late in the
seascn. Children, in particutar enioy zhe*n parhaps pfeconmgfanea by the variety of
SOouUr Candms on the market. Also, sour cherries are much more juicy and smaller than
sweaet cherries. Sourcherries iast es%: when they can be shaken off the | rees.

1)

S',,.,

D “
C’)"“

NG harginess

proieeteoﬁ area with well drained soil. Aveid low lying areas where caéd air
collects. Windbreak are recommendsd for North and West sidaes of the orc

1. Never do general pruning in summer or {all, it would encourage late gs'owm amd
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