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From the Editor

e have some exciting new things happening! in January | arranged with
the Anchorage DBaily News igo list sur meeting information in the Community
Datebook. tUe are also now registered with the Communiiy News Online.
Community News is'a free site for dedicated use by the non-profit community
throughout the state of Alaska. Qur group name is; Alaska Pioneer Fruit Growers.
Jur group address is:
hitn://communitynews.adn.com/AlaskaPioneerfruitGrowers

the number ¢f members has grown grown at least 268% since | started
doing the newsleiter and meeting notices with color photos. That has brought
- Ine cost of printing and matiing the newsietier up considerably. Since we now
‘have our information posted on iine through the finchorage Daily News, | am
asking ail members 1o piease update your membership information on the
enciosed form with your correct email address, if you have one and are willing
{0 receive your meeting nolifications and newsiefiers on line.

tbe have aiso discussed priniing a directory of members with names,
addresses, phone numbers, emaii addresses, the crops they grow and perhaps a
photo of the member and thelr prized fruit. Members have expressed interest in
having such a directory so that if they were traveling, they might iook up other
members in the area (o visii and gain new information. A coior picture
cataloging of each member’s varieties along with the above information is aiso
an idea for down the road.

iie are asking members if they would be interested in sitting at a tabie in
the Sears Mall to give out information on the Aiaska Pioneer Fruit Growers and
fruit growing in Aiaska on Garden Day, April 16ih from Sam-6pm. {f you are
interesied piease give Paul a cail.

Riaska Mili and Feed aiso hosts member representatives to give ocut ciub
Information, answer questions and give demonstrations. If you are inferested
in spending an houdr or so, again give Paul a cali. Keuvin {rvin said he was
surprised to be given a gift certificate afier representiing the ciub once.
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NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT
iegree Days in ¢rowing Frult

Figuring degree days is based on fifiy degrees Fahrenheit in growing
some fruit, thatl is American grapes. After having achieved fifty degrees you
add the high and low temperatures for the day and then divide by twe. You then
subiract fifty degrees; any degrees remaining is youyr degree day. For edampie
on May first 2884 the high was sixiy one degrees. the iow was foriy siy
degrees. You add 61 + 46 = 107 divided by tiuro eqguais 53.5; you then subiract
fifiy degrees. lhen your base is 53.5 - 58 = 3.5 for the degree day of May first.
For Baltic grapes forty four to foriy siy degrees can be used as 3 base.

Foilowing are degree days computed for May through Sepiember 2884:

43 degree days 28 degree days
May 161 , May 41
June 385 June 231
Suiy 535 - July 380
Augusi 518 gugust 335
Sentember 46 | Sepiember 29
1637 degree days 1619 degree days

Thesse '_figu;res are from ine airport temperatures. If you have 2 protecied

areg, that is g south facing wali or fence that is protected from norith and west
iinds, your degree days would increase.

Risp we gain by having ionger days which wouid add {0 the degree days. if
one can encourage earlier bud break, that is watering with warm water to warm
up the roots and covering the roots and vines from late frost, you have a jump
start on your vine so that it can ripen fruit earlier hgcause you don’t get many

neat unils in Sepiember and your pine shuis down for winter.



By Christine Morris
Assistant Editor

The Red Halo Apple Maturity Predictor
(RHAMP) can be an effective tool to de-
termine the ripeness of apples.

In the weeks prior to hatrvest, growers
can wouuid a set of fruit on trees for con-
secutive weeks
and track the in-
tensity of the

red halo, or
ring, that will
form around

the wound. The
halo forins by
the accumula-
tion of antho-
cyanins in neighboring cells as a result of
a wound. The intensity of the color of the
halo lessens as the apple develops and
eveniually disappears when it reaches
maturity, said Randy Beaudry, horticulture
professor at Michigan State University
(MSLE). if a week later the grower doesn't
see a halo from the previous week's
wounded] apples, the fruit should be ready

“If you are going to store fruit,

3
-

you have o hit that maturation
point right on the button.”

to be harvested, Beaudry said.

The grower can make the wound with
an object such as a nail or a bolt, and 1t
doesn’t matter whether the wound is a
puncture wound or a bruise,

RHAMP is easiest to perform on green
apples because of the contrasting colors,
Beaudry said. It can still he used on red
apples, but
there is some
wira effort 1o
malke.

If growers
place a piece
of electrical
tape on the
apples thevy
want to test
before they develop color, it will keep the
apple from developing color as the apples
mature, Beaudry said, Then when it's time
ta start testing the apples, a wound can be
made right over the lape. A week later the
tape can be removed, and a red halo will
form with an intensity deteymined by the
TIPENINE Progress.

RHAMP is most appropriate for grow-

-Randy Beaudry

o
\
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Red halos, like the ones seen on this apple, can help determine apple maturity.

ers who are really interegted in controlling
the quality of fruit going into storage,
Beaudry said. L

“[f you are going to store fruil, you have
to hit that maturation point right on the
button,” he said.

RHAMP is not as important for growers
who sell only at a fresh market because

there is such a short window.

There are some years where there will
be poor color and the apples develop
slowly, Beaudry said. If there is a year that

F

maturation and color development don't
match up, growers should not just rely on
RHAMP to determine ripeness.

There are other maturity indices, inctud-
ing starch and apple firmness testing that
should be done regularly, Beaudry said.
There also is an apple maturity prograin
at MSU, and growers should pay attention
10 those reports,

But overall, Beaudry said using REHAMP
“is a really elegant solution for a fairly so-
phisticated physiological change.”
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