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Association News

Our fall schedule resumed this October on cach third
Thursday of the month at the BP energy center
building. Lock for the remunder cards 1in your mail.

November's meeting will be the 10" {rom 7-9 pm.
We will have a video from the Roval Horticulture
Society on “Top Fruit Growing . We also need to

discuss some business items. Officers!

Thanks to all who contributed 1o this newsletter.
Let me know how you like Debbic's color photos of

Dan's apples. 1 think it 1s a very nice start to apple
identification in Alaska now that we have so many

varieties successtully growing up here.

From the Editor’s Garden

[Fall blew 1n on a windstorm this vear. the normal
mode up here, but this year it seemed to be nearly a
month-late. I usually havea killing frost by the end
of’ August. and 1t was the beginning of October
before frost finally took my beans. squash. and
pumpkins.

The winds blew over one of my loaded apple trees
and one of my o_péﬂ.plun}s‘ (rio fruit). 1 think I
should consider staking them. though I have never
had a problem before. I have doubts that the plum
will survive the winter, as the wind whipped the
trunk back and torth, severing roots necarly a full 360
degrees around the trunk. Only the tap-root keeps
1t in the eround. When I went out to fix 1t I watered
in the roots and packed down more soil. but 1t
seemed there was a large anr pocket down one side
of the plant, as bubbles rose for some time as |

added more water and more soi1l. The tree had been
in the ground 2 vears, so 1t 1s hard tor me to belicve
the air was there that whole tume. but I do not know
how such a large air pocket may have developed. If

anyone has any ideas, please let me know!

Now winter has arrived, it seems. with no snow.
The ground has frozen so that I cannot dig the last
of my leeks. My orchard still has frozen green
leaves | will need 1o go pluck when the first wet
hlanket decides to descend upon us, lct the branches
break with the load. I can’t help but wonder if the
constant supply of nitrogen from the chickens and

ducks has kept the fruit trees so green so late.

This year I got 2 grafted trees per single rootstock
on many of my trees by cutting off the long tap
roots on some of my rootstocks and grafting dircctly
onto it. In the past I threw these roots away when
they would not fit in the pot. This year | used any
tap roots that were at least 8 1inches long and that
had some root hairs on them. I just used the usual
whip and tongue graft and planted it so the graft
was just above the soil line. When I re-pot. T will
put the gratt just below the soil line. The success
rate on the tap root grafts was only about 50%. but
that 1s better than throwing away those roots!




Spindle Galls on Local Tree
By Tom Marshall

[n July strange growths were {ound on the underside

of some ot the leaves of my four vear old native
American plum tree. Each one looked like a little
cigar shaped dark green tubular leat on a small
lighter oreen stem. Thev ranged in length from1/4
to 3/4 inches. | brought some affected leaves to
Tami Schlies' orchard tour on June 22 and the

members present. representing a wide distribution

of orchard experience, had not seen this type of gall.

Later an entomologist with the USDA found a very
small white larva in one of the galls and showed it
to me. [t was only about 1/250th of an inch long.

but was clearly visible wiggling away under a 50
power binocular microscope. A plant pathologist
found a colored picture of a sugar maple leaf with
oalls that looked identical to the galls on my plum
tree. Thev were called spindle galls and were
caused by the insect Verates aceriscrumena.

A possible connection between the maple and the
plum tree might be that my plum tree was
purchascd from a New York State nursery, a maple
sugar producing arca. Once the affected leaves were
picked, the galls did not spread and the plum tree 1s
very vigorous. I will gather and burn all plum leaves
this fall. I also froze some of the specimens on the
leaves they infected for future research.

Hardy Plums
By Debbic Hinchey
(Edited by Bob Purvis)

At the apple pressing hosted at Dan and Miriam
Elliott"s home on September 8. 20035, we were
treated to delicious greenhouse-grown apples by
Bob Boyer and plums grown by Bob Purvis (at his
Minnesota orchard.) |

The plums were ones.that Purvis thought might do
well for us. If T got it all recorded correctly. they
were: B

“Toka™ —a hybrid from University of South Dakota.,

1s an excellent pollmator. “Toka™ 1s a vigorous.
uptright grower that produces medium-sized
aromatic. sweet (candy-like) plums that ripen about
Aug. 25 1n east-central MN. Widely available

“Todd™ — (from St. Lawrence Nursery) sclf-
fertile,verv productive. a

European plum selection. rated to be hardyv to -30 F
or possibly even colder. St. Lawrence Nurseries
introduction. Fruits are large. oval. medium blue
with amber flesh and a mild. sweet flavor.

“Garfleld Shults™ — Cherry plum, has survived 1
winter in Anchorage 1n a pot near Bob Bover’s
greenhouse in south Anchorage. Highly csteemed
for 1ts flavor 1n [daho, where 1t ripens about Sept. 1.

“Mount Roval™ — sell-fertile, European plum, rated
to be

hardy to -30 F. Ripens late August in east central
MN. Round. blue plums with black mottiing, size
about 1-1/4 to 1-1/2 inches. Growth habit
somewhat spreading; tree very productive,

‘Castletan Plumb™ — European origin, rated to be
hardy to -25 F. Selt fertile. precocious, small
sprecading tree. Fruits hang well and are of high
quality. Excellent for fresh eating, shightly
clingstone, ripe late August in east central MN.

Although Bob did not bring the latter to Aiaska with
him. he made some additional comments on other
plums worthy of trial 1n Alaska.

‘Pembina’ - a Prunus nigra selection, blooms early
so should cross-pollenize with Toka or Assiniboine.
Hardy in Zone 3, possibly also into 2b. Fruits arc
red. ripen late Julv near Yakima, WA so very early.
Very good for fresh cating, long narrow pit, not
oood for preserves. Precocious, spreading growth




habit, low to medium vigor.

"Yakima™ - Among the hardiest of all European
plums. Tree has upright growth habit and 1s
vigorous. Needs another European plum nearby for

cross pollenization. Fruits very large. pinkish-violet

skin, amber {lesh, verv tasty and somewhat
aromatic. Ripens early Scptember in east central
MN.

‘I.a Crescent’ - produces small. sott. sweet. apricot-

like plums ripening in late July (near Yakima. WA),

hardy in Zone 3. Vigorous grower, late bloomer.

very productive it a good pollenizer plum planted
nearby.

Bob also observed that “Assiniboine’ 1s successtully
pollenized by “Dandy” and that both ripen before
Scptember 10 at Dan Elfiott’s location.
"Assiniboine” would be a good pollenizer tor early-
blooming plums but 1s mostly suitable only for
cooking. ‘Dandy’ is good for fresh eating, an
orange plum with orange tlesh (better ask Dan
Elliott to verify the color of plum and flesh).

Nutrient Requirements of

Fruit Prod uction
By Tumi Schiies

Bob Purvis observed some nutrient deficiencies in
fruit trees during his visit here in September and
was kind cnough to share with all of us some of his
knowledge on these issues. I have also investigated
some other common deficiency sy mptoms and
expanded on his ad\ ice in this article.

We all know that plants.nced 3 major nutrients 1o
orow well — Nitrogen (N). Phosphorus (P), and
Potassium (K). Bob also brought up Boron (B) and
Calcium (Ca) as essential to good fruit production.
In particular, B, Ca, and K are essential 1n truilt
quality and storage. even though trees with minor
deficiencies 1n these elements may produce just
fine.

According to Bob, each vear an apple tree necds
about 1/10 pound of nitrogen per vear of age for

optimum growth and production. To figure out how

much of whichever fertilizer you use. look at the
labe] — the first number 1s how many pounds of
nitrogen in every hundred pounds of fertilizer arc in
il. So 1l you use a fertilizer with a ratio of 10-0-0
vou would nced to apply 1 pound to be adding 1/10
of a pound of nitrogen. Sandy soils will need
fertilizer applied in smaller amounts more often.
while clayv soils may require less fertilizer and need

1t less often.

Younger trees should put on more growth than
older, bearing trees. New apple trees should grow
at least 18 inches a year and mature ones should put
on 6 to 12 mches. If yvour tree 1s putting on little or
no shoot growth, has vellow-green foliage that
appears first in older leaves, or perhaps has very
small fruit size even if vou fruit thinned, you may
need to add nitrogen.

Apples are extremely good al withdrawing
phosphorus from soil, so they are not commonly
deficient. However, our cooler soils have been
known to need higher levels of P for other crops.
Trees low in P may exhibil purple leaf veins,
petioles. and voung shoots carly on in the season
and then green up later, sometimes becoming very
dark green in the expanding lecaves.

Apples use a lot of potassium due to heavy fruit
load. Tf there is a deficiency. it will be seen 1n older
leaves that scorch along the edges and then curl
upwards, especially on stone fruits. The plants will
also flower poorly and have low fruit set. Lack of
K may also show up as poor color development on
red fruited apple cultivars. Pears in particular may
need extra amounts of K to set fruil. Potassium also
helps promote frost resistance in blooms and 1s
necessary in the maturation process of woody stems
for winter hardiness.



Magnesium (Mg) 1s another nutrient needed n

regular amounts [or fruit production. Mg deficiency

can be caused by ¢xceessive watering or using to
much high potassium fertilizer. It 1s more common
in highly acidic soits. Yellowing will appear
between the leaf margins, leaving behind red or
vellow pigments. usually in older leaves first.
Epsom salts are a quick fix at a rate of 8oz n 2.5
gallons of water used as a foliar sprav (vou can add
a lew drops ol dish soap to act as a wetting agent.)
This will need to be done every couple of weeks, or
you can apply epsom salts to the soil at 1.5 oz per
square foot.

Unlike the major nutrients, Boron and Calcium
deficiencies are seldom seen in the leaves of fruit
trees. Usually 1t 15 not unul fruit set that the lack
shows 1tsell. Boron deficiency can lead to terminal
dieback and certain bark conditions. but mostly it is
noted 1n a tree that flowers well and vet has poor
fruit set. Apples that do set may have cracking
carly on that is not due to over watering. The
cracks mayv heal and leave black wounds on the
fruit. The flesh mayv also be corkv in areas. Pcar
trees 1n particular are sensitive to boron deficiencey.
Alaskan soils sometimes exhibit B deficiency first
in crops of brassicas with a disorder called whiptail,
where the leaves grow deformed. It can also cause

beets to have black spots and carrots to split open.
There 1s a very fine line between boron deficiency
and boron toxicity, so care should be taken in
application. Bob suggests a foliar spray made of 1'T
of borax per 1 gal of water, soaking the tree during
the growing season one limge cach year. Do not
apply boron 1t you do not have good reason to
suspect a deficiencey. It 1s probably best to get a soil
analvsis first.

Calcium 1s often provided 1n the lime we use to
bring our acid soils into a better pH range. But
some fruils need more than that application
provides. Ca provides disease resistance. makes
apples sweeter, and makes strawberries firmer.
Tomatoes are notorious for blossom end rot, a
disorder related to a lack of calcium erther because
of 1mnirequent watering or low Ca 1n the soil. Applcs
that are low 1n calcium may develop bitter pit,
which shows up as sunken areas on the bottom of
the fruit that turn dark and develop corkiness 1n the
tlesh bencath. Constant water 1s the best treatment
[or keeping calcium levels constant. There are also
several products on the market that can provide a
quick boost ol calcium for vour plants if you have
had these symptoms on vour fruit in the past.

Did You Know?

* Several of ourmembers were featured in an
article in the Frontiersman that later
appeared 1n the Anchorage Daily News?
See the article at:
http:// www _ frontiersman.com/articles/2005/
09/13/news/news2.txt

* Debbie Hinchey found an informative web
site: www . treesofantiquity.com. Thev are
in California and sell organic [ruit and/or
trees.

* Dan Elliott got the Grand Champion prize for
the outdoor fruit with his beautiful apple
collection — ten varieties, all named, sitting
pretty 1n a basket!

* Paul Lanvierre had amazing blueberries, and
said he keeps the pI1 down by watering with
UL, vincgar mn his 1.75 eallon watering can.
He also tertifized with ammonium sultate in
the spring and used a little aluminum sulfate
later on. but the aluminum sulfate lowered
the pH too much too fast.




Homemade EarithBoxes(TM) 10/01/2005 08:59 AM

Here's how | make a homemade EarthBox(TM} in about 10 minutes, and for about $10 (instead of
the $30.00-plus-shipping that the genuine article costs).

JAATERIALS (figure O

e 2 18-gallon (or similar) tote boxes with lids, such as Rubbermaid. Dark colors are preferable
Also, a box that is somewhat wider is preferable to one that's deeper. (You can also use
larger totes, but note that once you fill them with soil, they'll be very hard to move.) The more
straight-sided the box, the better.

e 15" pond basket (these are plastic planters with perforated sides to allow the free flow ot
water

o 1 2-foot length of 1-1/2" plastic pipe or tubing (1-1/2" should be the outside diameter).
(NOTE: Not shown in the pictures is the fact that | cut one end of the tube at an angle.
This helps the free flow of water through the tube and into the water reservoir in the
bottom of the finished box
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EQUIPMENT: -
e a pencil or pen

e adnll with a 1/4" or larger bit and a 1-1/2" bit
¢ asaw (handsaw will work, but a jigsaw makes it much easier)

STEP ONE

Take one of the totes, the pen/pencil, and the pond basket. Mark the HEIGHT of the basket all
around the outside of the tote (see Figure 1

http:/ /www.osho.com/Earthbox.hitm Page 1 of &8
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Turn the bottom portion upside down. Take the pond basket, put it upside-down on top of the
bottom portion of the tote, and trace the circle. Cut the circle out, but you're going to cut about a

half-inch or more INSID

p of the pond basket).

= the circle (so that this hole is about an inch smal
After you've done this, drill a 1-1/2" hole in the cor

er in diameter than the
ner of the tote bottom,

and a ot of small (1/4" or so) holes all over it. See Figure 3. We'll call this piece the "base.”

http:/ /www. josho.com/Earthbox.htm
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Take the pond basket and put it right-side up in the bottom of the second tote box (the one that

hasn't been used yet). See Figure 4.
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Figure"4

STEP 5

rut the base in the tote box (drilled side up), wedging it down as far as it will go

. and positioning the

pond basket directly under the big hole. See Figure 5. Because the bitg hole in the base is smaller

in diameter than the top of the pond basket, the pond basket will help support t
base once the soil is on top. And because the pond basket will be filled with soi

ne weight of the
1t will act as a wick

tor the moisture (much like the square wicks in opposing corners in the authentic EarthBox(TM)).

http:{ /www.josho.com/Earthbox.htm
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Drill a 1/4" (or slightly larger} hole straight through the outer box AND the base just below the level

of the base. This is the drainage hole. See figure 6.

SR S R A AT S e e e « e woes o e . . . . .
v , R L b . . . . . .. . ’
N L NN AR LY .. S
I . 8 )
\o AN,
1 . .
NGNS CaRIATC N e P p NGt . -
CRONALAVA LIS ph e ..
wotra. .
.- . .. . . . *
.o cAvAV
sV Pavisadavasn e C . . .
SNV DRGNS s v s s . . ‘« . . .
O AV N AV VAV S AL S vy . . . .

\W SN BT el . - . .

%‘;.. Afmmo. P TR SN .

NIV TN RGN MR BAEEN T+ VA TNy ae N ot EEP . . . ; »
DAR XA NS s LA N .. . . - v. . . “ e
0\ PRILIEY ',\s\\...\as“am.vs“.....A,..s. P ET ETI . .« . .« . « .. " . . . . .. DEPESCI .

- v The ayr e L. . . . . ) . :

savavag Ay
crey s pS e o .
S R R L
.
s

<

weNa v e oA
+*

13
.

e nef
See v N

LOsVee A
Yo

NS e

i

>

-~
A

.

.~

.
.~
’

:
“~
.~
~
.
~
~
<

>
a
-
~
%
e 3.
P .
i .

Srracve.
VALTVN o
20y AWNToaN

<
o
.
Az
LTS <
Nee R ang .
LBRYN AL G AN LN
NIV AN N3 NNy
LY ACA LN ALY e st
T TINLAV NN ININS c AN .
AN BN AN A s s A
L
AN NN AG LDl AN
ce AN AVAVAS V. .
LR et S i
NP A Qs h AL s et st o
ARt 2 I =
Teqde S WWVeas N . Neeat Ve N
2 Q;v‘\.\\ A\A;fv\‘l\f\ N
WNINE MW Y
WATAR NP L s CAVE v S
’

PRI
Vet
o

-~
e e N R ae St e e e AR
B Rk Ak S LML <¢Q\\§‘§\Q“
R R S . &
N AN ARV A AN AL &
vA\..\...oﬁ<\\~\A< '
o s

E T e X
Avt A @

T
\, Qyeden
ST
N AN R S
PN N AONG AT L s
RE bl
N A t\ v).:v‘&:_: N

o
A
L
. $
.~

v

% .

P
P \\'..:o... . e

”\\%3*&;§§<\-v!\s3}:' D . R N .

XNCINEIIN AT NI B L i L $ee "% = s . - .

RS NIRRT A IV Tt * . us . s .

M\MA*CM\O-”NO)OKMMv-\- cmANe L smre s s sy Ne N spte Ny N . I TR T

Cut the end of the 2-foot length of 1-1/2" pipe at an angle (if you haven't done so already) and feed
this angled end into the 1-1/2" hole In the base. This is the pipe you'll use to fill the box with water.

See Figure 7.

http:/ /www. josho.com/Earthbox.htm

Page 4 of 8



Homemade EarthBoxes(TM) 10/01/2005 08:59 AM

JM
’3"5&;\,’3" e
i e Z?‘(&ZS{‘Q\?.‘-'

Wﬁv\-{ A ¢\3vu\z\vgv~vvﬁhvavx\\.a-.:.:..\s. Se Pes e o e
.

\I<

<.w§w,.,“ SEARRaLa A el . . .
pi\oa pAEIIAn . .
.scq,v e e - s .

AV Vs MY VAV s s A sAV AN s L s L ser » [N Pe 244

s Ll .o
a\$§$‘¢:-o" A A A - . wAvey e BPTIS

wv..mh})’ f.‘.l!.f\ . . . .,\', o . s o %s wae onSe S
SR 2\6 . NLye .. .
.i.v ‘,N,\Mi ,.,;..\...v.;;;..\\ : .y -\r}" SN .

. et 438 . .oe o .
7{;“ \vv\\:\\;.é\v\ . AN A AL ,w\.\ . . .
AAN AWML Ve ANV AT SNSRI \ by . el etet
SRR -~ ~ & \ 33 .. it i - R
Letasynanr % e \>$z§ N ?:\.\ ACRERN B.5E NS S0
BRSPS S P P EPS .. .
TR :z\\a\>“;°\ b e t. . aE e
- < .
W\}A(\%\h‘vh'l)l:::ilh. PEPINN sy o e o S .
: \1\2\.0\\ ‘i A POty " .« e .
N B3 HE P M\,s..vMA AL AN 2. o e . e s s o s .
. . Qs:\vs\ >\<\\\\q o\. CiIn NP S geese e . « . . .
. AW\V\ W \ CNCINAN A NAS e . . . . .. P
. ’ \vg \Q‘N"Q Z?R\ \' 0\°’%\\> ,Q VEREPT ¢ Nt . CENEEN . .~ e
, 3 A% POR a3 : . « .. B PR it
o <N >~< & g\'nwv PN '\35\ NEAWS A )\\V\\'\\\ AN . o5 .
i s S ..wy“m.\ PR N e . . W B e ~. - .
s ~ o \% A g AN \¢\.\ \v\\k\v\\vv,\#s\ NENOT LIV N LA NS 3 SR Ay N 2 «,\\5..\,. oo .
v ST v \:- NN Ava V\A e f\%vm(.f@u\’o LA AL WAL A s WA PR P L -V .
e \ A\\o-- w-'\v\w.w.\\ ISV s e Ay SN VA Ay o ot TN AN AN M. ANt L AN s »._d\,sw.‘s,,s :. . H
- > W \ vwg,ox\ow:(\Q?mng\xJ\v\-a e avt \.~>~<'~ SAOUT TAN VAV A LA LAV AL AN INARS ALY se e . .
L oou»c&w“ f\vmxw\@o\ :.-«c AMV@ P Iete Q. (\“A*A.\V\v\\o.\v,.v(\. R N S T IRE . .
SANSGND 5&-@1. o-\ e;g<\ \<~-< \.\.‘.V-\. T H 3— i o R .
'<s~v N WO DN b>\$> >x «. . . P xe3 S 7 A « e e .
‘0 A %}'{“«A ~\ .- ‘-- o o -
Py > %«‘& AL : . : . L.
d Rh& . [T . . .
e ~ e . - - %- . .
RN . .« . . . e
%° . * . *
[ ey . A .t e o o
3, e . .
- P . o.z N .. ot . ..
: N . e o e, . PRy . . . .
~ a:§~ 33 g P ‘< . oL VtLT .
- . ~ srrmenslon s, s . .
. &b e elven f T savasn Yoy B s i .
< CEBVAVAVAY s hesate e P . LA
H > L R e . . « o o e .
“e ‘wo\...\oxo/>\alh.v....... S ‘ol
. b erdewte, > ’ . . . . .
V\I'Q'I\I'.\'A\h\\'\vg - .
. I3 e s Nt . . . .
‘. NreEAs WA LGNl 2o A llw dVn A sn sr R e . ’ .
> ~ TRAATONILTINEN RN NI I .o P ~ . « s s
N AT AL R L IR T . ~
RS \Q POEDTIURSDLIT DA BN I H T S .. R . . 284k ’ .
.. . ’”"32°"'““"“"“ T sewVy % o NS aRNNA § N N
. .\kmf\,ov\,. et Tt LU . T = .. T . '\"““@ . * .
.. TR o S T SO AP OIS . . HE . "M‘M'b S por
o . . . . PP PP e e
3. . vl . e av?xo.wxo.- Ria .
‘. . e . \i Ay e
. vl RS TAARI TN AT . . . I L. S DI §‘.'.‘.:'
~ HOHE DA 3R R A . . s . . » :
P A~ \.yv.v:.yhvwhvh;\\hv/.11\.;\\1........ .. . . . P
. VAR VAV AV Y AVEALIAY AL AL A . . . A .
~ S NERVALRI AL cA s AN . 3 - . P
.. SN L s . ’
rl - . - . . o
. . . B T . : .
H I : . . Lo : CR
o .. .e PN .

e Ao Spasn s
ls«xan«xv.... A AR AN

goR phaAs St S 5 -
* ~

. e s
SRNe o s AR

:\ . ' %’ T LI S DI S e ' \&w\ :

o I R e R g R . . . . y e s s ame
s . <'>"<gf€'§>"f CNGRDI L N, . /0- L . . .
; ERN : . : .
S BN RSSO SR 4 o . e d.atetiiag
v s Nwad e vare s . . RN P CALAVAL ALY L2 lowm&- . . .
P OIS Nentr. e . .o . 3 ;XMMQ : .
A 2 . : E e .
e e? N v . . -~ - -

" . .'\;\-\J\>-\-\
B %\\?-&uom\u\u%zn EX NN XN
Mg

VV\
S A NN m&:}?.“- m*m‘?w*rw-w Naeeyongess b
ng T N PN I T e el - : et e e e
Q&WR Q.,\,V\\n..M.“,\\..,.\.\.- . = .

\wn\<\<\<¢,,\f\l\
»&x«»»\ow

Figure 7

STEP 8

You're pretty much done. Drill a matching 1-1/2" hole near the corner of the lid for the pipe to go
out, and enough other equally spaced 1-1/2" holes in the lid for however many plants you're going
to put into the box (I use the-EarthBox planting guide to tell me how many plants of any given type |
can reasonably fit in the box). Fill the box with soil (the pond basket and the entire remaining box
above the base). Pour on the fertilizer stripe as shown in the Earthbox planting guide. (They also
recommend adding lime or dolomite to the soil if you're planting tomatoes.) Put on the lid. There
vou are! See Figure 8 for the box | made for last year's herbs.
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UPDATE: May 20th, 2005

Last summer, | tried an improvement on my homemade Earthbox(TM). Didn't want to post it 'til I'd
tried it. It worked just as I'd intended, so here itis.

The improvement is to the LID ONLY. I'd decided that drilling the holes in the lid to plant the
seedlings through was pretty inconvenient if you were planting more than a couple of seedlings --

1e dirt balls wouldn't always fit through the holes in the lid, so you had to plant them in the box
WITHOUT the lid and then put the lid on and feed the seedlings through the holes...which could

http:/ fwww.josho.com/Earthbox.htm Page 5 of &
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hurt the seedlings and was troublesome if the planted seedlings didn't line up perfectly with the
holes.

;0 Instead

STEP 8 REVISED
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[ake the lid that fits onto the box. Cut out the center of the lid, leaving just a rim (about 2" worth
enough to snap back onto the box. (You can discard the center piece, we won't be using it.) It

should look like this:
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Notice that I've cut a circular area in one corner for the pipe. This is not strictly necessary. | did it
so that | could have the pipe all the way in the corner, leaving more room for plants.

STEP S

Now cut a piece of plain black tarp (vinyl, etc.) so that it is at least a couple of inches bigger around
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than the top of your faux Earthbox(TM). Cut a hole in it for the pipe to fit through. When you're
ready to plant, cut "X"s in the tarp where the plants will go. (This is very much like how the real
Earthbox(TM) tops work.) (In this photo, there's some black tubing instead of the PVC pipe.)
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STEP 10

rvasteen -

Sepu gl VRS
<

Bvad
TAN N

.~
S AVAVAVS AV LAY

~

R VL
.
Nt N

&L 3

e AR AV AN 3N e AN
C he TAMTAS c AN NA N sAVA
"

RYIF I
el e

<N

Now just snap the rim onto the box:
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Note that because of the ta
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the lid may NOT snap neatly into place anymore. This may not be an
Issue for you, but if you're in a windy area, you might find it necessary to tie the rim in place:
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There are several advantages to this arrangement. First, planting is significantly easier through the
flexible tarp than through the inflexible plastic lid. Second, because the tarp is black, it helps heat
the surface of the soil, which is better for the plants. Third, if you want to plant items in a different

arrangement from year to year (with, say, fewer holes), all you need to do is cut a new piece of farp
instead of drilling a whole new lid.
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Valley Apples—Display created by Dan Elliott for Alaska State Fair in Palmer
From left to right—Back Row: Advance, Yellow Jay, Rescue, Shaefer, Melba, Lowland Raspberry,
Morden 359, Prairie Magic, Carroll, Jersey Mac, Zestar, Prairie Sun, Trailman. Middle Row: Parkland,

Garland, Brookland, Goodland, Northland, Norland, Norlove, Norhey, Norkent, Norcue, Norson, Noret.

Front Row: Red Heart, Ukalaskoje Nalivnoje, Drew Brook, Yellow Transparent, Lee 21, Oriole.

Al Atk A Pi()NEER | Fruit
Frur £ )
Growers Assy, KEntries are
127 R Growing

-, Fruit entries at

- Alaska State Fair
. _.in Palmer (for
" “the second week

| 5 -of entries) in
= front of our
poster (created
by Paul
Lariviere)

with photos of
.  our bearing fruit
% trees.

Photos by
Debbie Hinchey
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Pressed Apples = Cider

September &, 2005
Hosted by Dan & Miriam Elliott
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B 55 o NN S I for his turn to make cider.
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Apples siting petty

A member feeds apples into Dan Elliott's motorized apple
orinder . After the whole apples are ground up, they fall into a
slotted container and manually moved over to the manual press

(with the black T-handle showing in upper center of the
photo.) As the apples are squeezed, the juice flows into a
plastic bucket . Members were able to intercept some of the
fresh cider for tasting— and yummy 1t was!

After the juice is collected into the
plastic bucket, it is filtered as 1t 13
bottled. Some members plan on
freezing their cider in the plastic

Many of the members have a chance to talk about fruit while jugs they filled.
others go around Dan’s orchard with Bob Purvis to look at the

trees and pick up pointers on fruit production. by Debbie Hinchey
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Featured Fruit
Blueberry -Vaccinium spp.

Related to azaleas and 1 hododcndlons blueberries need a highly organic. cool. moist, well drained soil with a
oH between 4.5 and 5.5, Tiny. wrn shaped white or pink flowers decorate the plant in spring, followed by green
berries that turn blue \«-11611 ripe. Roots grow very near the soil surface. so cultivation ol the soil around the
plants is prohibited. Mulch of sawdust or wood chips work well to conserve moisture and reduce weeds. Plant
at least two varieties for best pollination.

BLUEBERRY BREAKFAST BARS
5 ¢ fiour

1 T baking powder

1% tsalt

2 ¢ {1 stick) butter, softened
2 ¢ sugar

4 eggs, room temperature

2 t vanilla extract

1 ¢ milk

172 ¢ oats |

4 ¢ fresh or frozen blueberries
1 % ¢ corn chex, crushed
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