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MNEETING DATER

Bept. 8. 7 »;. Naiomal Bamk of Alcka
hachroom (Northera Lights snd C  Strest).
Fotluck. Speaker: Bod Fwvis: Preparing (ruit
trees {or winter.

Bapt. 17. 1 pm. 8at. Field trip to Palmer
DMeet & the NBA pakirg lk. Visi Virgil
Eckert's orchand & 2:20 p m. Eckert Orehand is 02
2 MWl overlooking the Glexa Hwy. Twn ft &
the Chevroz Ststioa going towsrds the Tsumami
Wanning Center. Eckent’s is the 15t drive on the
right. Yisx Dewborx’s Orckri st 4 3. The
Dewdor fwm 15 1.2 miles wp the Trunk Road
from the Purk's Hwry.

" Oet 6.7 pm. NBA Iunekroom . A)ple tasting

Nev. 10. 7 pm. NBA Lunchroom. Slide
preseniation- Bod Pwrvis "Fruits in Alaska™ [last
chance 10 see all of Bod's slides).

VELCOME NEV MEMBERS

Box 2349
Homer, AK 99603

Angels Greex
Mile 77 Richartsoz Hwy
Farbanks AK 99701

Paud A and Janet Trwin
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Archorsge, AK 99504

Clar Lsamers
1364 Esrc Road
Furkanks Ak 99712

A PLUM TREE IN INTERIOR,

)y

Vie Johsnssn a Fairdanks NATEX member,
Wis pervsing the frudt exhidits ot the Alaska State
Fair ix Fairdarks this summer when he spotied
an euiry of ripe plums! He got the mame of the
sxinant from the tag and called Roxmanne Bradua
who Liwms & 635 PhHle OM Rickwdon Hwy,
North Pole. Roxanes told Vie that her mother kod
pwrchased the plants abowt 12 years ago and called
them Eskimo phoms [V¥ic thinks they ae the
Maxchurian phims] and plavted ox the somth side
of thedr house. The tree 5 dOW 8 feet tall amd bas
approx. 3 inch diameter trwrk. R kas Jong uching
branches and is Quite sPIndly because 8 has never
been prunsd. R Dlcomed for the first time ever
during the spring of 87, Int 20me of the flowss
set fruRt. B 15 the fst pland to bloom In the arex
long before the chokecherries, whils thern's still
patches of smow on the ground, amd Vie thisks
there are 20 pollinadors sround af that bime. This
past spIng, B bloomed aguin and the owners
sprayed the fowers with a chemical fret sst. By
Bl time thare wue Rundeeds O iipe It Saagiag
from the branches Vi saps the fruR I tasty,
sweet and dabciows! Roxamme's entry ma the fawr
was awarded oaly 2 tunl place ribdor. Vould you
betlewe chokecheirias wou first place? Maybe the
Judges cowldnt balisve they wers grown lhare
especially o North Pole, one of the coldest spots
in the Inberior.

¥ic also mentioned that he kad harvested and
eaten bis frst handy kiwi (Kolomikta' straix } on
Avg 23. These were new plants that had just beex
sel oW this spring. They set 4 frut, bt ome fell
off. Vic planted the kiwis on the sowth sue of his
bouse apd the phats now have 4 to J skools,
each abowt 2 feet long. R remains tO be seen if
they survive ’Gesr {irst winter 1n Fairdanks.

-Edstor




MORE HEVE ABROUT HARDY XIVI
TRIALS IN ANCHORAGE

I planted 3 kiwis last sprimg {1 mals 2
temales]) after resding & festwre Mtk I
Hymowsmitd 1 ordered Actinidis wrguts anasnava
from Bwygess a5 the wticle recommended thic
vty and the price was ressomabls. I plamted
these along the sowth end of the howse, mixing
fishy peat poiting soil and Magamp into the
koles. Unfortwaately, there ic anothar house just
10 feet 2wy, 50 there is & ot of shade there ] pwt
UP A VISqueen Wind sereex. [ grew the vines up
IOMALD Retting. The vines Qewr 5-8 feet tall over
the SUmMer sfter Which { bid them on the ground
and coversd them with § imches of stnw. This
spring, I wacoversd the phmts In mid April (I
cOWdnT wak aay longer] and the male and ome
female had buds on them. I then, howewsr, Iost
the Rmale through free2efthawing and the vinme
SRApPPES In two. ABOW 3 weekts ago, a5 the
female - Was Iesfing owt Ritely, I noticed new
shoots from both the male amd other famale. &'s
really Dire being given a second chamee! | decided
the soWh end of the howse gets too mueh shade
from the neighdoring howse, and what I thought
would be & protected aes had twraed 0wt to e 4
wind tundel, 50 I moved the plants abowt Jume 5
tothnsts:&ofthhom witre theyrm now
growing nicshy. There's axother sdvantsge In that
thay're BoWw slong a heated erawl space whers
the last spot was adjxcend to & slab foundation.

Thizking [ had Jost 2 kiwis this spring, |
procesded to order 3 more. This time I ordered
“artie baawy” Kolomiktas from Northwoods
Nursery's specialty catslog. They list varietiss
they bhad imported from Russia 2 yews ago. I
orfared & 82 Paviowskaya, a #7 Arolainava and a
male pollinator. I chose these as they listed the
earhest ripenizg times [ewly mid Aug for
Oregon}] The male came o5 a stwiy Jamroot
phant and had 4 Dlooms this summer. The females
were 23prox. 6 potted plants. Bo far, the #7 is
Qrowing right aloxg, bwt the 82 i just sitting
there. These hawe alco Been planted ox the east
side of the house. Iam wery interasted in hearing
what other people mport on kiwis a5 it would be
gresd to actually get some fruit. -Laslis Toombds

Bod Puwvis reported that ke overwintered 3
healthy Actimidia argwts plants {two females and
0ht Mmale] outdoors wmdre saversl inedes of lesf
mulch and 2 few fest of s3ow im 2 sheltersd
locstion. The femals plants had 60 to 90K

winterkill hwt leafed oWt vigorously lthis past
May. The made ded They were 1 pots
cOntaining periaps 172 gullon of soil and were
sxposed to -11 F on ome ottason. One

Kolomikta plant died, D X Wis 1R 33 etvex
smadiler pot. -Editor

MORE VINTER SURVIVAL
RECORDS

Rich Raynor reported no wintekill ox his
Vo', 'Sam’, Stells’ snd Hady Giant’® swest
chemries which are perhaps 3-) fest tall This was
their 3ri winter In Alacka soll In west Anchorage.
Tha “Var' had gee slucter of Blossoms, AL of
these trees wers on IMia2zand rootstocks. Bob
Puys’ Rainisr lost perdsps 10W of #s 1987
growth to winterkill. He plamted & in the grovmd
In late Bept ]986, and & grew well this past
summer. By comirast, Lawwemee Clwk's two
Kristex' sweet cheries are In real ded shape
though alive after 1 winter. Pwyr’ Erictin' Is
ROW dead afler bwo Winters.

Lavrsxece Clak'’s two ‘Strehkmors’ apricots,
bought in 1987 from Valley Nursery in Helexa,
MT, swvived the winter owtdoors n the gound
with winterkill of about 10% of thewr 1987
growth.

Bok Purvis’ Tyson pear {02 OHXF333] kad
a0 deback whatsoewer after its (oSt winter
owdoors, whick wes s second im Alsska. His
Nova pesr (on P, comBRvals] wnder demtical
conditions had winterkill of perBaps 3-9R of is
1987 growth Both were I pols, a5 was A
aterville’ pewr [on P, communis] which I» its
fast winter sufferad 40% loss of s 1987 growh.
This plant was slow of harden off in the fall

Bob alkso warns that wnpying bwiae sowsd
the trunk of apple lrees may not Me such & good
ides. The dwiap seems to hold moxtwe nght
next to the bak causing extensive bark sphitting

A MEMBER'S QUESTIONS ON
FERTILIZER

Have there been any studies om the
effect of magnesium oxn fruit growing? 1
Rave heard that plamts have 2 difficwity
In geiting magaesium from owr cold
solls. Wiat 15 the origin of MagAmy?
Will epsom salls applied late in Ihe
season help ripen frust faster?

Dr. Fraak Wooding, Ssils Specialist,



Agriculiwal Experiment Statisn,
Fairkanks rephies:
[asuficent Ragnesivm does cawse it to
be small, poor I qually, axd R may &v)
premaurely, bt then this effact i common with
3 lot of other nutriext deficiencies Ths main
thing that ixck of magdesivm does 5 Limit
photosynihesis, so any othsr plamt Function
(inciuding flowering and frnt prodwetion) that
relies oR cadohyirste formatioz from
photosynthesis will be affected. Magnesium is in
7004 supply in Interior, AK soils bwt researvhers
have seex some incressed yields of forsge erops
osts sxd Mome ovacs) 2 Y MeKsazie e
may 3¢ limiting on scid soils, vy &y soils, and
those that have besx fertilized with an exvess of
potasstum . Phosphorss (P) uptake 15 the most
senskive to cold soil conditions, and P is wwally
déed In exress Decawse uptake is 50 siow.
Phosphores strungly affects flowsriag and frvit
production. Magassium [(Mg] and P are strongly
linked together. P increases the uptake of My and
Mg imereases the uptake of P, so if you fantilize
with Mg, you may get 2 bensfit from the Mg,
bt chances are POU are akso aiding the uptaks of
P which wouwld Improve flowering and fruiting, -
- As [or FgAm), it ic 2 miners] that has besn
processed amd sold for ab least 50 yewrs, and is
manpufactured in the Midwest and Sowth R is »
nienl that is mined from the growsd sud
processed into fertilizer Separsie mimsrals ars not
combined for this fertilizer. B is & grzuiw slow
rejagse fertilicer callsd Magmesivm ammonium
Polasstem  phosphste. Eaed bag comtains 7%

nitrogen, 40% phosphate and 6% potask. The Mg
in MsgAmy probably benafits fruit produwetion
Mol Uiie other ingredisats tspa&cnﬂym phosphate
are probably more important.

Magnesivm is waler soluble and is essily
transported in plaats. There prodadly is a0 stroag
commelailon  Detuwmen Mg upake and  s0il

lempenture. Vi wonld sow nutriesw uptake,

howewer, is the plant itseX. The amtire procsss of
nWreM absorption is redwerd fn coM soiks, 5o
Mg, along with many other Rutrients se not
taKeR up is readily.

Epsom salts is Magmesivm sulfate. The
bensfit from Epsom salts may 1ot just be from
the Mg portion, bwt fom the sulfw whick i
sometImes liting in cold soils.

FPROGEEESS ON AFFPLLS IN
FAIRRBANKS

Dwring the time that Dan Whiney and 1 were
iz Fairbamks to conduct the niling workshop,
July -G, we kad & chance t0 Jook & the plantings
of three differemt people, a3 well a5 that of the
University Experimental Fam.

Al Walter Bemesch's home, we found that two
of his Norland and two ‘Goodiand’ apples which
were planted in 1981 had frvit on Umm- the frst
time for both TPattersor' wis beaing for hom,
too, &5 were the spplecrads, Kear, Heyer 12" and
‘Reseus’ The Rescve' aad 'KoY wers phated 2

- Y o il ) i
1005 Vay sepopristaly the "Couwll apphi e &

Carroll Phillips’ orehard has begun to besr. Al the
Experimental Farm, Dan and I saw fradt on all six
of the Nor series spples (Noraa'. "Norew',
‘Nords', Morst' 'Norhey, and Norsox], aad the
‘Trailmaxn’' applecrnd had Iots of frt. R Pens

fEND  FURTHER  QUESTION,
CONTRIBUTIONS, RECIPES, BOOK
REVIEVE, NEVE ARBOUT YOUR
FRUII GROVING EXPERIENCE TO
THE EDITOR, PAT HOLLOVAY.
YOUR EDITOR WAHTE TO HEAR

FROM YOU!

IR-2 REPOSITORY FOR FRUIT
TREES

The IR-2 repository 15 a collection of fradt
tress maintained st the Drigated Agriculture
Research and Extension Center, Prosser, WA
This organizations maintains & collection of virus
tested plast materials that, until this vewr, were
availadle only to scisntists for research Pwrposes.
Now, however, propagation malerial swh s
budwood is officially available to all who request
it. The fees are $0.50 per bud with a minimwm of
$10.00 per order and 10 duds per varisty. Thay
also sell & imited smount of seed and rootstocks
which are availadle a2 the prevailing commercial
raies. The Uwes of some salections are small, 5o
budwood suppliss may be limitsd,

The grest majority of their plant materials are
2ot hardy in Alaska Dut it may De another good
soures for oMaining virws tested materials o 2
reasonsdle cost. The list of cultivars includes
aimonds, apricots, pesshes, ormamental peaches,
nectaings, plums, pruuss, sowr chary, swest
cherry, mazzard, mahaleh rootstocks, tlovwmring
cherry, lots of species Pruams, flowsring and
fruiting apples, many apple rootstocks amd
ipterstocks, Dowering, and {ruting pears. K you
are inferested Ia obtaiming a copy of thaw
available germplasm  write to Pat Holloway.



